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point in the river called Yana Rumi when the blow
fell.
An avalanche of spears shot out from the over-
hanging bank. Instantly all the Indians with him
jumped overboard. The sudden shift threw him
after them before he could seize his carbine.
Eventually, thrusting his head up, he saw the Aucas
completing their murderous work. Managing to
reach shore, he plunged into the jungle; and at a
clearing some distance from the river he met one
of his paddlers who had been speared while running
up the bank. Though the weapon still protruded
through his abdomen, the man cried: "Patron, pull
the spear from my belly and let us follow the
savages to avenge our people."
Sevilla eased his suffering as best he could; but
they had gone only a few hundred yards when the
Zaparo fell dead. Almost immediately Sevilla was
captured and taken to the river-bank, where the
Aucas found his hat and were delighted with it.
During the excitement he plunged into the river,
although badly wounded through the body, and
made his escape. For eight days he wandered aim-
lessly, subsisting on what he could find, crossing
swollen rivers and trackless forests, and at last
reaching his home.
Among other survivors of attacks was a girl who
had seen her father speared before her eyes and who
had an even more brutal story of an uncle's death.
Very excitedly, she related the grim details. From